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Ms own statement, only two regiments of infantry, supported
later by the rest of his division from Mlawa. Key was at
Gurzno with his 2nd division.

Notwithstanding the strength of the position, the weak
Prussian force was unable to make a serious resistance.
Marchand was master of Soldau soon after 2 p.m. Having
ascertained the direction of N~ey's advance, Lestocq had
concentrated his troops and returned to recapture Soldau.
The attack on it was made from the ISTeidenburg road, about
5 p.m. Despite the valour with which the Prussian troops
fought, they were unable to get beyond the outer edge of the
village, whence, after desperate hand-to-hand fighting, they
were driven back. Lestocq, whose left had meanwhile
been driven in from Mlawa, retreated during the night on
Neidenburg, whither,he was slowly followed by Ney.*

The same night, Bernadotte was inarching to support and
replace Ney at Mlawa and Soldau. Bessieres, with head-
quarters at Bogarzin, occupied the country about Mlawa,
Eaciaz, &c.t

- Thus the Prussians, on the night of the 25th-26th
December, were completely severed from the Eussian right,
h and retreating, away from it, towards Koenigsberg. Ney,
jj Bernadotte, and Bessieres were interposed between the allies;
fc Soult was also marching to turn the Russian right; the rest
jjlof the French army, opposed to their front, was towards
li Golymin and Pultusk.

? The Bussian position at the same time was as follows:
Kamenskoi had ordered a general retirement on Ostrolenka,

Ney (Daily Correspondence, 26th December, in Archives JEftaforiguea), in which
he says," Yesterday (i.e. 25th) 1 occupied Mlawa and Soldau. At Mlawa I
had no serious difficulty, but it was different at Soldau, as I had only two
regiments with which to attack 6000 men,'* This seems to show that Ney was
not in person at Soldau. The f4 Journaux de Marche" show his headquarters as
Gtarzno on the 24th, 25th, and 26th December.

* Ney did not move his headquarters beyond Soldau till the 29th* when
they were at Neidenburg ("Journaux de Marche," 6th Corps, AroMw*
Historiques),

t w Journaux de Marche," ArMws Hittorigues.